vi                                     PEEFAGE.
It will thus be seen that the proportion which the Land Revenue bears to the whole is about 24 to 81.
The items of which the Land Revenue is made up are of considerable importance, from a practical as well as a theoretical point of view. It has accordingly occurred to the writer that much benefit may be derived from a study of the details of the subject, in order to ascertain whether, by comparing the different systems for their assessment and collection in force in various parts of the country, modifications may not suggest themselves by which, even if this source of income may not be improved, better administration may be attained to, and some measure of certainty in its amount may at least be confidently anticipated.
Commencing from very moderate beginnings, the growth of the Laud Revenue of British India has been naturally contemporaneous with the extension of the territory under British rule. In the earlier days of the East India Company, or Companies, trade was the only object, and it was not till driven by the competition of other European Powers that the British took part in the politics of the country, and obtained cessions of territory from Native Powers in return for military aid rendered them, and otherwise.
The acquisition of territory brought with it the necessity for a revenue wherewith to meet the expense of administration. The sources from which that revenue was to be derived were io the first instance, of course, those from which our predecessors in rule had obtained it, and with the latter, as with ourselves, the chief of these sources was the taxation of land. The system (or rather systems, for their variety was great) under which Native Rulers had levied this taxation had at first perforce to be adopted as it stood. Common sense, however,